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He sent several reports to the King and constantly
appeared before the Privy Council and the Lords
of Trade, each time doing all the damage that he
could. He had undoubtedly got much of his
information from prejudiced sources or from hear-
say, and he was as eager to retail it as had been
the Massachusetts authorities to blast the moral
character of the King's commissioners. He de-
nounced the "old faction" as cunning, deceptive,
overbearing, and disloyal; he called the clergy
proud, ignorant, imperious, and inclined to sedi-
tion; and he denounced those in authority as
"inconsiderable mechanicks, packed by the pre-
vailing party of the factious ministry, with a
fellow-feeling both in the command and the pro-
fits." His picture of the colony, containing much
that was near the truth, was at the same time
distorted, out of proportion, and in parts almost
a caricature. His most effective reports were
those which laid stress upon the failure of the
colony to obey the navigation acts and the royal
commands, and upon its use of the word " Common-
wealth," as if the corporation were already an
independent state. These reports were accepted
by the English authorities as correct statements
of fact, for they seemed to be confirmed by the